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Alpina
A semi-annual review of mountaineering in the greater ranges

Alaska
Denali National Park and Reserve reported a quiet 2009 season on
Mt McKinley (20,320 ft). One thousand one hundred and sixty-one climbers
from 268 teams attempted the mountain, and 682 topped out, slight decreases
from the 2008 season, thus continuing the slow drop-off in mountaineering
activity from the record year of 2005. (In that year, 1,340 mountaineers tried
McKinley and 775 succeeded.) As usual, most of the climbers were from the
United States, but in something of a surprise, the second largest nationality group was Polish, 47 climbers—more than from Canada, Japan, and the
United Kingdom, the usual leading non-U.S. groups. By luck or remarkable
foresight, the National Park Service offered a Polish translation of the Denali
mountaineering booklet. (It is now available in nine languages.)
Four died on McKinley: a probable heart attack on the West Buttress
Route and three mountaineering accidents. There were no deaths elsewhere
in the park and reserve.
South District Ranger Daryl Miller retired after eighteen years at the
National Park Service and was replaced by John Leonard. Miller presided over
the development of major changes in mountaineering policy in the park preregistration requirements, safety education of climbers, enhanced search and
rescue, and “clean mountain” environmental regulations. These have been
criticized as the “nannyfication” of McKinley, but there is little doubt that the
changes have been the major factor in the reduction in the number of mountaineers who get into serious trouble or die. Some of the more hard-bitten
Denali climbers will be happy to learn that there are limits to the tender
care now expected of NPS personnel. One unfortunate woman mountaineer
with a minor foot injury “aggressively” insisted on air evacuation from the
14,200 ft camp despite attempts by rangers to persuade her to descend under
her own steam. She eventually won a citation for “interfering with agency
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function,” an offense carrying a maximum penalty of $5,000 and six months—
a Denali first.
“Notable climbs” were off the beaten path. Americans Jack Tackle and Jay
Smith put up three new routes on Huntington S Pk (10,300 ft) May 13–18,
then made the first ascent of the N Face of Thunder Mountain (10,920 ft) in
67 hours with one bivouac, May 23–25. Britons Jon Bracey and Matt Helliker
climbed a new line of ice runnels on the N Face of Mt Grosvenor (8,460 ft)
to reach the summit in twelve hours on May 10, then descended the S Face
to the Church-Grosvenor Col and returned to camp. Next, they made the
second route ever up the N Face of Mt Church (8,233 ft) on May 17.
Gerald Myers of Colorado tried a minimally equipped solo attempt on
McKinley via the W Buttress Route on May 21. When he failed to descend
to the High Camp, an aerial search was started, with 30 hours of fixed-wing
and helicopter flight time—accumulating thousands of high-quality digital
images. Image review did not locate the climber, and he was presumed dead
on May 26. However, detailed study of the images did show two partly buried
bodies west of the Cassin Ridge, and on May 25, a ranger in the park helicopter confirmed their presence. They were identified by rope color and clothing
as Tatsuro Yamada and Yuto Inoe—the two “Giri-Giri Boys” climbers lost
on the Cassin Ridge in May 2008. (See Alpina, Summer/Fall 2009.) Because
of the danger in attempting to recover the bodies, the NPS decided to leave
them in place.
John Mislow and Arthur Swanson were roped together near the Messner Couloir on June 11 when they fell at least 1,500 ft to their deaths at
the 14,500 ft base of the couloir. The experienced pair received the Denali
Pro award in 2000, and the award will be renamed in their honor for 2010
and subsequent years. Sarah Fritz and Irena Overeem of Colorado received
the 2009 Denali Pro award for initiating and managing the technical rescue
of a climber injured on Moose’s Tooth. On May 11, the pair were climbing the Ham and Eggs Route when they saw a climber directly below them
fall about 60 feet. They climbed down and found that he had a broken leg
and a dislocated ankle. In increasing wind and spindrift Fritz strapped him
to her back and, belayed by Overeem and other climbers, carried him
down four rappels totaling 600 ft to reach easier terrain. There the injured
climber was transferred to a sled and moved to the glacier air strip for air
taxi pickup.
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The Karakoram
K2 in 2008. The 2008 season on K2 (8,611 m) began and ended in a few
tragic days starting near the end of July. Those few days saw most of the high
climbing, eighteen ascents, eleven deaths, and at least three serious injuries in
a complex event reminiscent of the tragic Everest spring of 1996. Thus, 2008
was the worst season on K2 since 1986 when thirteen died between late June
and early October. Despite extensive immediate coverage followed by several
books and made-for-TV movies, no K2 media frenzy occurred in the United
States similar to the one following Everest in 1996. There were Americans
on K2, but they neither died nor summited, and American interest lagged
because K2 is not the world’s highest mountain.
The climbing seasons on K2 differ from those on Everest. K2 lies farther
north and west and often has no major monsoon period, permitting summit attempts spring to fall. In 2008, dubious weather limited progress until
mid-July, but by the end of that month, there were at least twelve “expeditions” and a number of “independent” climbers at or moving toward 7,860
m Camp 4. Only the Korean expedition was a classical, large national expedition, with eleven Korean members including the active 8,000er collector Go
Mi-sun, and four climbing Sherpas. The other expeditions were smaller, more
eclectic in membership, and more casually organized. In all, some 72 climbers and porters were ready to climb—not a huge number by current Everest
standards, but too many for the steep and confined routes on K2. Everyone
intended to use either the Abruzzi Ridge Route or the Cesen Route, which
joins it below Camp 4.
Although K2 is 237 meters lower than Everest, it is steeper on average
and harder. Climbers high up can be trapped—for weather, incapacity, and
other reasons—and thus die of hypothermia, hypoxia, dehydration, and
exhaustion or in falls on the descent. These entrapments are common in K2’s
history, causing it to be a very dangerous mountain. By the end of 2008, there
had been 302 ascents and 77 deaths on the mountain. That is, for every four
ascents of K2, someone has died on the mountain.
	In late July, it appeared that the weather would shortly allow summit
attempts, and the leaders of the larger expeditions held discussions to coordinate fixed-rope route preparation through the aptly named “bottleneck” and
the long “traverse” above it. But the route preparation plan was complicated,
requiring the cooperation of climbing guides and Sherpas from several expeditions to assemble the required materials and install them in the dark of the
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early morning of summit day. Just as happened in a similar planned joint
effort on Everest in 1996, when the climbers began to move up from Camp 4
early on August 1, they found mislocated ropes, confusion, delays, and long
lines of mountaineers ahead of them waiting for hours to move on.
The first deaths occurred that morning on the newly fixed ropes below
the bottleneck. Dren Mandric of the Serbian expedition unclipped to let
another climber pass, his foot slipped, and he slid down the steep slope for
215 m, to fracture his skull on rocks. The Serbs decided to abandon the climb.
While assisting in an ill-advised attempt to lower the body, Jahan Baig, a
poorly skilled and perhaps mountain-sick porter, staggered and fell, then not
attempting to save himself, slid to the edge of the ridge overlooking China
and disappeared into the depths.
The weather on August 1 was fair and warm, and after some hesitation,
most continued to climb. Basque independent climber Alberto Zerain moved
to the head of the pack, helped fix part of the ropes, then broke trail above
the traverse. He reached the summit in good time at about 2:30 p.m. and after
an hour descended, somewhat hindered by the crowding on the fixed ropes
as other climbers forced their way up, too late in the day. He reached Camp
4, rested, and pushed on to Camp 3, the only summiter to have a reasonably
easy time. After 5:00 p.m., others began to reach the top. Eventually, seventeen more summited, some gaining the minor distinctions that now pass
for mountaineering fame—Gerald McDonnell became the first Irishman to
climb K2, and Cecilie Skog became the first Norwegian woman. It was still
amazingly sunny and warm, and much time was wasted in mutual congratulation and worldwide chatter on satellite phones. Few seemed driven to head
down as soon as possible. Only at 8:00 p.m. did the last climbers on the summit start the descent of the rapidly darkening snow slopes.
The bottleneck and the long traverse above it are dominated by a hanging glacier known as The Serac. Icefall from the glacier is a known risk, but
it had not been a major problem in recent years. The Serac was unstable
from the warm day, and at about 8:00 p.m., the first of four major icefalls
struck. That first icefall swept away a portion of the fixed ropes, engulfing and
killing Rolf Bae, Skog’s husband, who had not quite reached the summit but
waited below to help her down. Without the ropes to support and guide them
in the dark, those still above were now trapped. Skog and Norwegian Lars
Nessa, close behind Bae, made the perilous descent and reached Camp 4 that
night. The leader of the Korean expedition, Kim Jae-soo, and his star climber
Go Mi-sun left the summit later and reached the traverse after the first icefall,
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but were able to descend beyond the damaged end of the ropes. Both reached
Camp 4 that night, Go not until 4:00 a.m. August 2. She survived—to die
a year later on Nanga Parbat. Three Sherpas who had summited, Tshering
Dorje, Pasang Bhote, and Pemba Gyalzen also reached the traverse after the
first icefall, but climbed through, evading some minor icefalls, to reach Camp
4 safely at 1:00 a.m.
	Of the nine persons still above the bottleneck, a few decided to sit out the
night risking hypoxia, hypothermia, and frostbite; others, perhaps unaware
that the ropes were damaged, pressed on down. Hugues D’Aubaréde of
France and his porter Karim Mehrban fell to their deaths trying to descend
above the bottleneck. Cas van de Gevel of the Dutch expedition reached the
traverse after the first icefall, but had heard nothing, and when he reached the
free end of the ropes thought they had merely pulled loose. He descended
successfully, witnessing the fall of D’Aubaréde on the way, and reached
Camp 4 at 2:00 a.m. Three Korean summiters, Kim Hyo-gyeong, Park
Kyeong-hyo, and Hwang Dong-jin, were injured in the second and third
icefalls that night as was their Sherpa, Jumic Bhote. They were killed in a
massive fourth series of icefalls on the morning of August 2, as were Gerald
McDonnell and Pasang Bhote. Pasang, not a summiter, had climbed up to
attempt a rescue. These were the last deaths on the mountain.
	Of course, those striving to mount rescues and those around the world
waiting for information could not assume that the dying was over. On
August 2, the weather was poor: not a great storm, but very cold on the upper
mountain with whiteouts in blowing snow and drifting mist. Marco
Confortola of Italy; Wilco Rooijen, leader of the Dutch expedition; and van
de Gevel, who had reascended to help in the rescue, were out of communication or did not know where they were. All of them now needed help to
descend, and, if they could not muster the strength to stand and walk, would
probably die. The rescue resources available were insufficient to stretcher or
drag them down the steep terrain.
Finally, rescuers found all three and took them to Base Camp, where they
were rehydrated, fed, and treated for frostbite. Confortola was the last to
reach Base Camp on August 5 and to be evacuated to hospital on August 6.
Rooijen and Confortola eventually required crippling amputations on their
feet; van de Gevel suffered badly damaged hands.
Awed and depressed by the tragedies, all expeditions and individual climbers left the mountain as quickly as they could. There were no further ascents
or deaths on K2 in 2008.
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Nepal Himalaya
Pre-Monsoon 2009. March 2009 was the 50th anniversary of the Tibetan
uprising against the Chinese and the subsequent flight of the Dalai Lama to
India. Fearing unrest, Chinese authorities severely limited mountaineering
and tourism in Tibet in March and delayed the issue of visas to climbers
wishing to cross from Nepal to Tibet. Unlike 2008, the limitations did not
disrupt mountaineering in Nepal, but climbers interested in Cho Oyu
(8,201 m) were delayed. (The Normal NW Ridge Route up Cho Oyu lies
mostly in Tibet; even climbers starting from Nepal must have a visa.)
Kazakh Denis Urubko, needing only Cho Oyu to complete his list of all
fourteen 8,000ers, was unwilling to wait. He chose instead to attempt the
SE Face, which is approached directly from Nepal. The face is notoriously
difficult and avalanche prone: the 1978 ascent claim by Austrians Eduard
Koblmüller and Alois Furtner is widely disbelieved, Reinhold Messner
failed to summit in winter of 1982, and a joint expedition by two Korean
groups in autumn 2000 failed with the loss of three Sherpas. Urubko and his
companion Boris Dedisko did some conditioning climbs, then established
their advanced base camp on the Lungsampa Glacier. They started up the
steep and avalanche-prone slope on May 6, alpine style, but always roped
together for mutual support against the avalanches. After four bivouacs, they
left for the summit at 4:30 a.m. on May 11, reached the top at 8:00 p.m.,
then descended to a bivouac at 7,600 m by midnight. They took two more
bivouacs on the way down and reached Base Camp on May 15, spending the
final days without food and under almost continuous avalanches. Urubko calls
the climb the most difficult and dangerous of his career. Thus, he finished his
fourteen in spectacular style. As is now fashionable among the male members
of the all-8,000ers club, he has never used supplementary oxygen on any
of his ascents.
	On Everest (8,848 m), the season was typical, not quite the huge numbers
of 2007, but better than 2008. Total ascents were 458, about equally split
between members and hired; 32 women made the top. There were five deaths:
one Sherpa died in the Khumbu Icefall, the other deaths were from illness—
two from acute mountain sickness (AMS), two not AMS related. Between
1953 and the end of 2009 (there were no ascents or deaths after the spring
season), there had been 4,573 ascents of Everest, 4,320 men and 253 women.
Of these, 154 did not use supplemental oxygen. Since the mountain was first
approached in 1921, there have been about 224 deaths.
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The claiming of minor distinctions continues unabated. For example, YuLung Wu claims to be the “first Taiwanese Aboriginal climber” to ascend
Everest. In the more established distinctions category, Appa Sherpa made his
nineteenth ascent of the mountain. The highest non-Sherpa ascent total goes
to American David Hahn, who has been up eleven times. (On May 25, 2010,
Hahn made his twelfth ascent.)
Everest is a huge mountain with ample room for new routes. There is a
reluctance to grant new-route status to the many possible variations; indeed
the number of accepted routes on Everest proper is less than twenty. South
Korean Park Young-seok tried for a new route on the SW Face and failed
in 2007 and 2008. In spring 2009, he led a major siege-style expedition,
which took 55 days to establish a new route on the face to the left of the 1982
Soviet Route. (At and above Camp 5 [8,348 m], the routes are identical.) The
Koreans made extensive use of Sherpa help in fixing ropes on the climb,
but on the summit day, May 20, 2009, only Park and three other Koreans
topped out.
Kanchenjunga (8,586 m) has not been a ladies’ mountain. Before 2009,
only Ginette Harrison in 1998 (Harrison died on Dhaulagiri a year later)
and Gerlinde Kaltenbrunner in 2006 had reached the top. That is, of the
219 ascents since the first in 1955, just two had been by women. Rather
differently, in 2009 the twenty ascents included three by women—Basque
Edurne Pasaban, Kinga Baranowska of Poland, and Korean Oh Eun-sun.
Admittedly, Oh’s ascent has been disputed, but nobody questions that she got
very high. (See “Climbing All Fourteen 8,000-Meter Peaks” in these notes.)
	In a more exploratory vein, two parties made first ascents of lesser-known
mountains, one that some believed had already been climbed more than 79
years ago. That peak is Dome Kang (7,264 m), about two km south and east of
Jongsang Pk on the border between Nepal and Sikkim. In 1930, Swiss Günter
Oskar Dyhrenfurth led an international expedition to Kanchenjunga. The
expedition failed on Kanchenjunga, but in its closing days, it did make the
first ascent of Jongsang, a 7,462-m peak near the intersection of the borders
of Tibet, Sikkim, and Nepal. On a repeat ascent of Jongsang a few days later,
Dyhrenfurth and his Sherpa Lewa joined a party including F.S. Smythe, who
wrote in The Kangchenjunga Adventure (Gollancz, 1931) that Dyhrenfurth
and Lewa reached the top of Jongsang late in the day, and, “not content
with having climbed the highest summit of the Jonsong [spelled this way in
1931] Peak, his geological enthusiasm had caused him to traverse the ridge to
the lower summit.” No mention of Dome Kang, unnamed in 1930, and
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Dyhrenfurth seems never to have claimed the first ascent. Nevertheless,
for reasons not well understood, he and Lewa have been credited with it
for years.
A Spanish group led by Carlos Soria and Salvador Garcia-Atance took an
interest in Dome Kang, and on an exploratory expedition in 2002 convinced
themselves that the mountain was virgin. The rounded dome about two km
of significant up-and-down climbing from Jongsang could not be the “lower
summit” reached casually for geological reasons late in the day in 1930. The
Spaniards applied for a permit to climb Dome Kang and set about finding a
way over the 5-km-long and 1-km-high mountain ridge barring ascent from
Nepal. In 2004, they retired at 6,500 m on Jongsang SE Face. In 2006, they
retired at 6,700 m, finding conditions too hazardous. Finally in 2009, they
followed a route up a couloir on the SE face of Jongsang to the so-called
Jongsang South Summit II and, from there, reached a plateau at 7,200 m. On
April 28, 2009, Soria, Emilio Lagunilla, and three Sherpas walked for three
hours across the plateau to make the real first ascent of Dome Kang.
The story of Jobo Rinjang (6,781 m), opened for climbing in 2002 and
still unclimbed in 2009 according to the Himalayan Database, is not historical revision, but rather, “What mountain is that?” The uncertainty is not
justified because an accurate delineation of the area has been available since
the issue of the beautiful 1965 map by Erwin Schneider, “Khumbu Himal
(Nepal) 1:50,000. (To follow the confused narrative of peaks and claims, it is
useful to adopt a consistent set of elevations, and I will use those given on the
Schneider map—denoted by m-S in what follows.)
Americans Joe Purnea and David Gottlieb spotted a handsome peak from
the slopes of Kang Nachugo in 2008, which they identified as Jobo Rinjang.
They learned that it was unclimbed, and in April 2009 camped on the Lunag
Glacier just off the well-traveled route to the Nangpa La. After preliminary
conditioning and reconnaissance, they started up the steep ice slope of the
SW Face at 1:00 a.m. on April 21 and bivouacked that day at 11:00 p.m.
Starting late on the next morning they reached the “summit” (actually the
summit of Point 6,777 m-S) at 3:00 p.m. and bivouacked there. Next day,
they tried to traverse a sharp ridge to a higher point about two km to the west
(which they would like to call “Lunag 1”—obviously Point 6,907 m-S), but
found the ridge too dangerous and returned to the bivouac of the previous
night. On April 24, they descended to the glacier by the route of ascent. In
their report to the American Alpine Journal, they claimed the first ascent of
Jobo Rinjang, altitude 6,781 m. The Himalayan Database reported the ascent
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as the climb of the E Pk (6,777 m) of Jobo Rinjang, using Schneider’s elevation, and identified Purnea’s “Lunag 1” as the west and higher summit of Jobo
Rinjang, assigning it an elevation of 6,895 m for reasons unclear.
An international team led by Swiss Stephane Schaffter looked at the area in
autumn 2008, made a try at Pk 6,777 m-S, but quit at 6,050 m—too difficult
and not enough rope. Schaffter returned in autumn 2009 with a larger and
better-equipped party and carried the Schneider Map along. Recognizing that
Purnea and Gottlieb had already climbed Point 6,777 m-S, Schaffter directed
an attempt from the south on the high point to the west, 6,907 m-S—Purnea’s
Lunag 1, but was forced to retreat at 6,800 m by rock fall. Schaffter, Xavier
Carrard, Jerome Haeni, and Guillaume Vallot then made a consolation first
accent of a previously unattempted mountain, Point 6,589 m-S, just to the
SSW on October 22, 2009. In summary: Purnea and Gottlieb made a fine
first ascent of mountain that they would like to call Jobo Rinjang—a desire
not widely supported. The highest peak in the neighborhood, Point 6,907
m-S, remains unclimbed after two attempts.
Why all the fuss about Jobo Rinjang and Dome Kang? The answer is
straightforward: Like all mountaineering, Himalayan mountaineering is best
understood as a game. First ascents of named mountains around 7,000 m
high are important markers in the game. The supply of such markers has
become very limited.
Alpine-style exploits often go awry in the Himalaya. In the very high
mountains the new mantra, “No Sherpas, no supplementary oxygen, no real
camps, and only minimal equipment and food,” is a recipe for disaster when
things go wrong. Consider the alpine-style expedition to Annapurna I (8,091
m) mounted by the experienced Czech mountaineer Martin Minarik in spring
2009. He chose as companions Slovak Jozef Kopold, a good climber with
Himalayan experience, and Elisabeth Revol, the Frenchwoman who made
remarkably fast times on Karakoram 8,000ers in 2008. (See Alpina, Summer/
Fall 2010.) Though the three reached a base camp on the S Annapurna Glacier on March 18 in plenty of time, snow and dangerous conditions on the
Annapurna S Face hampered their acclimatization. When the weather let up
on April 10, Kopold, scheduled to leave Nepal on April 18, decided that he
must quit the expedition.
Minarik and Revol started up on April 11 from a bivouac on the W
Annapurna Glacier with eight days’ food and fuel. Much harassed by snow
and dangerous conditions, they followed a convoluted route involving six
more bivouacs: past Fluted Pk to a plateau east of Glacier Dome, then to
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Annapurna E Ridge at 7,000 m, and over the summit of Roc Noire (7,485 m)
to a point between Roc Noire and Annapurna East Summit.
	On April 19, eight days from the start, they reached Annapurna East
Summit (8,026 m) the eighth team ascent and the first by a woman, and
returned to their previous bivouac for the night, having abandoned hope of
reaching Annapurna I. They were almost out of food and fuel for water, and
Minarik, showing signs of physical and mental deterioration, was moving
very slowly. They continued to another former bivouac on April 20, but then
decided to descend by the other (perhaps safer) side of the ridge. On April 21,
Revol crossed over to the NE Face of Glacier Dome, losing sight of Minarik,
who did not follow her that day. On April 22, she thought she saw him far
behind coming down the NE Face of Glacier Dome. Revol descended to the
glacier and a lodge that day and on the morning of April 23 reached Manang,
where she arranged for help. Helicopter and ground searches found no traces
of Minarik.
April 10, the day he left the expedition, Kopold went to Annapurna Lodge
to try for a quick ascent of the unclimbed “prow” or pillar on the ESE Face
of Annapurna South (7,219 m). The line runs directly up to a point on the
ridge near the probably unclimbed N Pk of Annapurna South (7,010 m). He
had little knowledge of the previous climbing history of Annapurna South,
but knew that his proposed route had been tried unsuccessfully twice before.
He assembled minimal gear and supplies for an alpine-style solo, dried meat
and energy bars, a stove, a duvet, and 40 m of light rope—no sleeping bag,
tent or bivouac sack, and no extra clothing. At 7:00 p.m., he left the lodge and
started up the route. He found difficult terrain in the dark before midnight,
and thought he might have to retreat but persevered and by dawn reached a
steep rock band. Above that point, conditions deteriorated again as the sun
began to melt the ice and snow. Finally, at 3:20 p.m. on August 11, Kopold
reached the ridge top (a possible first ascent of the N Pk).
Kopold first planned to traverse to the E Ridge of the main peak and
descend the ridge toward Hiunchuli, but the ridge looked too long and dangerous, so he went on to the top of Annapurna S. From there, he climbed
back to a col and began—now in the dark of the night of April 11–12—to
descend directly toward the lodge. He fell into a crevasse, but was caught
by a snow bench, made a self-rescue, and reached the Annapurna Lodge at
3:00 a.m.—to find it closed. He pushed on to his base camp for food, water,
and sleep at 5:00 a.m.—34 hours from his start.
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Autumn 2009. Andrew Houseman and Nicholas Bullock of the United
Kingdom made the first ascent of the N Face of Ramtang Chang (6,802 m)
north of Kanchenjunga. The only previous ascent was an unauthorized climb
from the west in 1974 by Anton Skarja’s Yugoslavian expedition. The Britons
made the climb in alpine style, no fixed camps, fixed ropes, or Sherpas. From
a bivouac on the glacier below the N Face at 4,900 m, they started up on
October 29, making three higher bivouacs on the face. On the summit day,
November 1, they started at 7:00 a.m. to reach the W Ridge through “snow
flutings,” then the summit at noon, enjoying there the first direct sunshine
since the start of the climb. They returned to the 4,900 m bivouac on November 2 with one bivouac on the way.
Also in November, and in similar Spartan style, Japanese Fumitaka
Ichimura and Genki Narumi made a novel traverse of Tawoche (6,495 m) in
the Khumbu. With no fixed camps and carrying all of their gear with them,
the pair started from a bivouac at 4,930 m on the Tsho Glacier below the N
Face on November 25, bivouacked twice more on the icy face, and reached the
summit November 28. They descended the S Face to bivouac again at 6,000
m that day. On November 29, they traversed to the E Face and descended
to Pheriche.
Much easier was the Japanese knock-off of the recently opened Samdo
(6,335 m) a peak in the Manaslu Himal on the Tibetan border. The mountain
was opened in 2003, and there had been one previous attempt by a Frenchman and his porter in spring 2009. The Japanese team of six led by Yusuke
Kuramoto trekked up the Marsiandi River, then the Buri Gandaki and set
up a base camp at 4,330 m on the Sonam glacier on September 11. They then
established two higher camps on the NNE Ridge (the border with Tibet).
From Camp 2 at 5,600 m, all members set off for the summit at 4:15 a.m. on
September 20, and all reached the top by 10:20 a.m. and returned to Camp 2.
“Good snow and not a sharp ridge.”

Climbing All Fourteen 8,000-Meter Peaks
Finally in 2010, more than 23 years after Reinhold Messner founded this most
prestigious, most exclusive, and most dangerous of all peakbagging clubs,
women gained full membership. There are two female claimants, albeit with
some sticky questions over what constitutes a full ascent. (Not a novel feature
in the history of membership controversies in this very limited club.) A third
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woman has thirteen unquestioned ascents and could make her fourteenth
this year.
Apparently first past the post was diminutive South Korean Oh Eun-sun
with her ascent of Annapurna from the north on April 27, 2010—nearly
thirteen years after her first 8,000er, Gasherbrum II on July 17, 1997. No
question about the final ascent; her TV cameraman immortalized the event
as she literally crawled the last few feet and then sprang erect to wave the
Korean flag. However, supporters of her closest competitor, Basque Edurne
Pasaban, have suggested that Oh’s 2009 climb of Kanchenjunga did not reach
the top.
Pasaban entered the 2010 climbing season with two 8,000ers to go,
Annapurna and Shisha Pangma. She climbed Annapurna, also from the north,
on April 17—ten days before Oh. Pasaban then moved to Shisha Pangma,
where she summited on May 17, 2010, by the Central Traverse to the E Ridge.
Pasaban has long been the leading woman contender for all fourteen, and was
blind-sided when Oh claimed four 8,000-meter peaks in 2009—Kanchenjunga, Dhaulagiri, Nanga Parbat, and Gasherbrum I.
When pictured together, the pair seems to epitomize unfair competition—
the tall and handsome Pasaban, a graduate engineer with a master’s degree
in business seems to tower over the retiring Oh, who is 5 feet 1 inch and
weighs 110 pounds. But they share a remarkable drive to achieve their goals
and an equally remarkable physical strength at high altitude. Both have used
supplementary oxygen on only two of their climbs. Neither is young—Pasaban
36 and Oh 44—and both have lived through the cruelty of high-altitude
mountaineering. Oh carried with her to the summit of Annapurna a photo of
her friend Go Mi-sun, who died in 2009 in a fall on her descent from Nanga
Parbat. In 2004, Pasaban reached the summit of K2 accompanied by fellow
Basque Juanito Oiarzabal very late in the day. (Oiarzabal was along just to
help—he had been up before.) They made it back down in the dark—Pasaban
to a tent on the shoulder, Oiarzabal to an open bivouac a little higher. Pasaban
lost two toes to frostbite, Oiarzabal all of his. Both Oh and Pasaban have had
to become full-time professional mountaineers—collecting 8,000-m peaks is
expensive. Pasaban is supported by Al Filo de lo Imposible (At the Edge of the
Impossible, named for a Spanish TV show), and Oh is sponsored by Black
Yak, a Korean outdoor clothing and equipment company.
	Oh and Pasaban claimed Kanchenjunga by the SW Face route in 2009
twelve days apart. Both had trouble; Oh and her Sherpas encountered cold
and snow at the top, and Pasaban used emergency oxygen on the descent.
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Oh’s pictures are obscure and show rock that is not present at the very top.
Some of her accompanying Sherpas’ statements are conflicting. Pasaban’s
supporters claim that Oh turned back well below the summit. As these notes
are written, the debate is in the hands of Elizabeth Hawley, the doyenne of
those who keep the count. Hawley’s (and Richard Salisbury’s) Himalayan
Database marks summit claims in three categories—no mark (presumed
OK), “disputed or unverified,” and “unrecognized” (we don’t believe it). Oh’s
climb was originally unmarked but was demoted to “a matter under dispute”
in a Hawley note on June 5, 2010.
There is no official agency empowered to decide who has and who has
not climbed an 8,000er; however, it is instructive to consider the case of Alan
Hinkes, who claimed all fourteen after his ascent of Kanchenjunga in 2005.
In his list of fourteen, he included the ascent of Cho Oyo in 1990. Hawley
declared the climb “unrecognized” in 1996. Hinkes refused to reascend the
relatively easy Cho Oyo, and he remains at thirteen on everyone’s list to this
day. Oh has said that she has no plans to try Kanchenjunga again.
Austrian Gerlinde Kaltenbrunner climbed Everest for her thirteenth on
May 24, 2010, and has K2 still to go. She climbs with her husband, Ralf Djumovits, who finished his fourteen on May 20, 2009, and she seems likely to
be the next female member.
The men, though somewhat overshadowed by the female side, have not
been inactive. There are now twenty male full members. Added since our last
note in this space are João Garcia of Portugal, who climbed Annapurna from
the north on April 17, 2010—on the same day and same route as Pasaban. He
has never used supplementary oxygen on any of his climbs. In a monument to
perseverance, Piotr Pustelnik of Poland finally reached the top of Annapurna
on April 27, 2010, shortly before Oh. Pustelnik began his 8,000er list in
1993 and has had particular trouble with Annapurna: two attempts on the S
Face, one on the long E Ridge, one on the NW Face, and finally success on
approximately the 1950 route from the North. Dennis Urubko’s final climb,
on Cho Oyo June 11, 2009 (previously reported here), was a new route and
something of an epic. See “Nepal Himalaya” earlier in these notes.
—Jeffery Parrette
Alpina Editor
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